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Preface 


TRIAL LAWYER'S GUIDE is nearing its 40th year of con- 
tinuous publication, unmatched by any other similar periodi- 
cal. We appreciate the many congratulatory and encouraging 
messages from the subscribers and strive to make TRIAL 
LAWYER'S GUIDE the best publication of its kind. 

During 1996 we were pleased to publish articles concern- 
ing a wide variety of timely and practical subjects which 
included “The Government Contractor Defense; A Plaintiff's 
Burden; AnotherView,” by Michael J. Pangia; “Preparing 
Expert Witnesses,” by Eugene I. Pavalon; “Federal Rule 68— 
Implementation, Suggested Forms and Changes,” by Ralph J. 
Schindler, Jr.; “Catastrophe Litigation—Some Myths and 
Realities,” by John J. Kennelly; “Remedies Under the Health 
Care Quality Improvement Act for Edoctors Facing Disciplin- 
ary Actions: A Primer for Lawyers Representing Doctors,” by 
John C. McIntyre, Jr., and Stephen Joseph, J.D.; “The Sole 
Proximate Cause “Defense”: A Misfit in the World of Contri- 
bution and Comparative Negligence,” by John G. Phillips; 
“Expert Testimony—A Trial Judge’s Views,” by John G. Lau- 
rie; “Civility,” by Robert C. Josefsberg; “The Expectation Gap 
When Accountants Testify As Expert Witnesses,” by Harry H. 
Janssen; “Prejudgment Interest In General Maritime Law: A 
Study in Confusion,” by Jeb T. Terrien; and “Maritime Law — 
The Jones Act — Who Are ‘Seamen’”?” by John G. Laurie. 

In addition, under the subject “Significant Cases and 
Developments,” we reviewed cases involving law firm 
breakup; accountants; liability insurance; post-accident 
remedial measures; insurance coverage; country clubs’ 
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bylaws; evidence; damages; class actions; settlements; consti- 
tutional violation—students and teachers; videotapes; 
removal to federal court; damages—diversity jurisdiction; 
attorney’s compensation; medical malpractice; federal court 
jurisdiction; apparent agency; United States seizure of prop- 
erty linked to crimes; immunity; AIDS; torts; the Erie Doc- 
trine; personal jurisdiction; the Warsaw Convention; Rule 11 
(also Fed R Bank P 9011); search and seizure; Railway Labor 
Act; politics and free speech; and federal preemption. 

TRIAL LAWYER’S GUIDE will continue to speak out on 
controversial subjects. We believe that the survival of the 
adversary system is at stake. The trial bar should be fearful 
that cumbersome governmental bureaucracies will take over 
the tort system. The best way to avoid this is to bring about 
economical, fair and expeditious disposition of litigation, and 
moderation. 

We will continue to strive to make TRIAL LAWYER’S 
GUIDE the best publication of its kind, and we again express 
our appreciation to all those who have been kind enough to 
encourage us by their congratulatory messages and letters. 
You may want to encourage an interest in the law in mem- 
bers of your family. There is no better way to do so than to 
order a home subscription to TRIAL LAWYER’S GUIDE. A 
year's subscription includes four quarterly editions plus a 
bound volume. The cost is low. The complete set also is avail- 
able going back to 1957 and it is accompanied by a compre- 
hensive index. Please call 1-800-221-9428 or your Clark 
Boardman Callaghan representative if you would like to 
either start an annual subscription or to obtain the complete 
set. 

R. Fisher 
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